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The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

August 22 & 23, 2020 
 

What God Does: Resurrection of the Body. 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 439 

 

 
 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.   
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give 

more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us 

those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we 

are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Exodus 14:10-31 

 Because the LORD was on their side, the Israelites had no reason to doubt. 

 

 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after 

them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no 

graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 

Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been 

better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 

 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the 

LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will fight 

for you; you need only to be still.”  
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 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise 

your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through 

the sea on dry ground. I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I 

will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. The Egyptians 

will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.” 

 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind 

them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the armies 

of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the 

other side; so neither went near the other all night long. 

 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with 

a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through 

the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 

 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them 

into the sea. During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at 

the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that 

they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is 

fighting for them against Egypt.” 

 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back 

over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 

daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them 

into the sea. The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen – the entire army of Pharaoh 

that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 

 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on 

their left. That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians 

lying dead on the shore. And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the 

Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.  

 
 

 Exodus: In Hebrew, the first five books of the Old Testament (known as the Pentateuch) are thought 

of as a single narrative. Although Exodus presents its own themes and message, it should also be 

understood as a continuation of the history of the Israelites begun in Genesis. In Exodus, we hear 

primarily of the Israelites’ departure from Egypt, the giving of the law at Mount Sinai, and instructions 

for the construction of the tabernacle and for worship. The central figure in the book is Moses. 

 

Exodus is rich in theology. Throughout the book, God reveals his name, his attributes, his redemption, 

his law, and how he is to be worshiped. He shows himself to be a God who keeps his promises, 

especially the promises of deliverance, land, and descendants made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The 

themes of sacrifice and redemption resound throughout the book, especially as seen in the first Passover 

(chapter 12) and the establishment of the covenant (chapter 24). 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 73 

Because God is our strength, we have no reason to doubt. 

 

 

 I am always with you, O LORD; 

  you hold me by my right hand. 

 

 You guide me with your counsel, 

  and afterward you will take me into glory. 

 

 Whom have I in heaven but you? 

  And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

 

 My flesh and my heart may fail, 

  but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain   
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Second Lesson James 1:2-8, 12 

Even in the midst of trials, we have no reason to doubt. 

 

 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that 

the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 

mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe 

and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That 

man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all 

he does. 

 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive 

the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus’ actions demonstrate that there is never any reason to doubt. 

 

 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 

while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself 

to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was already a considerable distance from 

land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 

 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the 

disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in 

fear. 

 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 

 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 

 “Come,” he said. 

 Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw 

the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you 

doubt?” 

 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  
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Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day By Grace I’m Saved (stanzas 1-3) 

 Christian Worship 384 
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Sermon 2 Corinthians 5:1-5 

 

What God Does: Resurrection of the Body 

  

 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 

eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this 

tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us 

for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Offertory (10:30 a.m.) Lord of Truth, Speak Through Your Servant 

Faculty Choir by Lisa M. Clark 

 

 Lord of truth, speak through your servant; send your Word as you intend. 

 Make our thoughts and ways more fervent; may your grace on us descend. 

 Grant the seed and guide the sower; fill our hearts with fertile ground. 

 O Creator, faithful Grower, may our fruit of love abound. 

 

 Lord of life, throughout the ages, give your humble teachers aid. 

 As they share your sacred pages, let their strength in you not fade. 

 Through each time and ev’ry season, help them speak your truth in love, 

 Spreading far and wide the reason for our hope in things above. 

 

 Glory to our loving Father, keep your servants firm and true. 

 Glory to the Holy Spirit, fill us with your life anew. 

 Glory to the Son, our Savior, Word made flesh and holy Priest: 

 You have won your Father’s favor for the greatest and the least. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M: Lord God, we pray for students, teachers, and parents as we begin another school year. 

Through your Holy Spirit, give all students the gifts of wisdom and understanding. 

 

C: We thank you, Lord, that we are able to provide a thorough instruction in your Word for 

the children of this congregation. 

 

M: Grant grace to all teachers that they may share their knowledge with gentleness, patience, and 

concern for their students.  

 

C: We thank you, Lord, for giving us devout Christian teachers who give generously of their 

time and efforts in the blessed work of teaching your lambs.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Grant grace to all parents that they may be filled with zeal to serve as Christian examples to 

their children and bring them up in the fear and knowledge of the Lord. 

 

C: We thank you, Lord, for Christian homes where families desire spiritual nourishment 

from your Word. 

 

M: Preserve us from the attitude that our learning days are over. Make us all eager students of 

your Word. Give us humble minds to recognize our need to learn and faithful hearts to love 

your instruction.  

 

C: We thank you, Lord, for this congregation where we hear and receive your Word in its 

truth and purity. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Abide with us all as we grow in your grace and knowledge.  

 

C: Make us eager to hear your Word and find delight in your commands. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Installation of New St. John’s Teachers (10:30 a.m.)  
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Hymn Day By Day 

  Christian Worship Supplement 765 
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Please stand 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

Be seated 
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Closing Hymn Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

 Christian Worship 451 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Mandy Treder, organ 

 Rachel Wendland, violin 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by John and Donna Ibisch in celebration of their 50th wedding 

anniversary and for the years filled with the miracles of the Lord’s love, and by Isaiah 

Gronholz and Nicole Tutaj, who were united in marriage here at St. John’s on Friday,  

August 21. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Luke Jerry Tennies, son of Steven and Tanya (nee Foldy) Tennies, who was baptized in a 

private ceremony on Saturday, August 22. 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.  

“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune public domain. 

“Psalm 73” Tune Jack Noble White © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. Tone © 1993 Northwestern 

Publishing House. 

“By Grace I’m Saved” Text and tune public domain. 

“Lord of Truth, Speak Through Your Servant” Text © 2014 Concordia Publishing House. 

“Day by Day” Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. Tune public domain. 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” Text and tune © 1938, 1966 Hal Leonard Corporation. 

Gospel Acclamation from Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  

 Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.   
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 12 

 

 

 

  

M Mark 9:33-37 Luke 14:7-11 

T 1 Samuel 17:40-51 1 Samuel 24:1-13, 17-21 

W Luke 7:1-10 Ezekiel 17:22-24 

R Acts 12:18-25 Jonah 3:1-10 

F Galatians 1:11-24 2 Samuel 16:5-14 

S Ephesians 2:1-7 Isaiah 57:15-21 
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Parents’ Preview for August 30 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

These responses are sung after the announcement of the Gospel (first music line) and after its reading 

(second music line). We praise our crucified and risen Lord whose words we hear in the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 August 22-23, 2020 

 

 

New Bible Study 

TODAY, Sunday, August 23, and Sunday, August 30 – Summer is winding down, and we’re wrapping 
up our summer Bible study! Please join us virtually the next two Sundays as we welcome back Rev. 
Phil Henselin from Institutional Ministries. Today, Pastor Henselin will be presenting on forgiveness: 
what it is and what it isn’t. Visit www.sjtosa.org/forgiveness for class materials and video. 

 

Voters’ Meeting 

Sunday, August 30 – Mark your calendars for our voter’s meeting to approve our annual ministry 
plan (budget). The meeting will begin shortly after 11:30 a.m. in the main church sanctuary. For more 
information on the upcoming ministry plan being presented for approval visit www.sjtosa.org/video 
to view last weekend’s Open Forum. Questions on the information presented in the Open Forum can 
be submitted to church leadership by e-mailing openforum@sjtosa.org. All voters and interested 
parties are encouraged to attend the August 30 voters’ meeting. 

 

Unity Sunday 

Saturday, September 12 and Sunday, September 13 – Unity Sunday will look a little different this 
year. We’ll be holding three separate services (according to our regular weekend schedule), and we’ll 
be worshiping in church instead of the school gym. But we will still be celebrating the unity that is 
ours in Christ! One part of our celebration will be a mortgage burning ceremony. Watch for more 
information in a separate e-mail next week. 
 
 

Financial Update  

Our goal is to eliminate our mortgage debt 
as soon as possible and give thanks for this 
blessing with a mortgage burning ceremony 
on Unity Sunday. Please prayerfully consider 
this goal when planning your offerings and 
mark any contributions with "Debt 
Elimination.” 
 
Debt Elimination Goal:    $ 208,000 
Received and applied to principal:  $ 138,636 
Balance of Debt Elimination Goal:    $   69,364 

 

Cleanup Help Needed 

Friday – Sunday, August 21-23 – The recent 
storms in Iowa left devastation in their wake, 
especially in Cedar Rapids. This weekend, Christian 
Aid and Relief, along with the members of Good 
Shepherd in Cedar Rapids, is organizing a work 
weekend to help with cleanup and recovery. If you 
are able to help, please contact Laura King at (608) 
855-0185 
 

Samaritan Partners 

Tuesday, August 25 – 1:30 p.m. in the Gazebo. 
 

                                                                                   

 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/forgiveness
http://www.sjtosa.org/video
mailto:openforum@sjtosa.org


 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


